JOHN HASTINGS, JR. (1845-1921)

John Hastings, Jr. was born 8 July 1845 in Countesthorpe, Leicestershire, England, the second of six children born to John Hastings, Sr. and Jane Burdett.  Little is known of his early youth.

When he was about three years old John’s parents first heard the missionaries of the LDS Church preach their doctrine.  His mother became converted and was baptized 26 January 1849.  His father was not baptized until 13 November 1853.  The missionaries were encouraging the Saints to go to America.  His father wanted to take his family to Zion.  The family at that time consisted of his two parents, four sisters and himself, his younger brother Thomas having died in December 1848 and buried the day after Christmas.  The Hastings family had very little means, and after much soul-searching, his father decided he would go alone and send for his family just as soon as he could earn enough money.

When John, Jr. was 9 years old his father left Liverpool, England on 27 November 1854 on the ship “Clara Wheeler.”  While his father was gone John and his sisters helped their mother in every way they could to support her.  About four years after his father left, his younger sister Eliza passed away with severe fever and exhaustion on 4 January 1859.

Finally, more than six years after their father had left England, enough money had been saved for Jane and the four remaining children to go to America.  John was then 15 years old.  They left Liverpool, England on 10 April 1861 on the ship “Manchester” with 380 Saints under the direction of Claudius V. Spencer.  John’s uncle, Thomas Burdett, Jr. with his wife and four young children were also on board the ship, so they had cousins to play with.  They arrived in New York City on 18 May 1861.  A few months later the Hastings family was reunited with John, Sr. in St. Joseph, Missouri.

Preparations were made at once to start the journey across the plains to Utah.  It is not known for sure if they went to Utah in an Independent Company or joined with the Joseph Horne Church Train, as did Thomas Burdett’s family.  The Hastings family arrived in the Salt Lake Valley on Saturday, 14 September 1861, one day after the Church Train.  The Monday following their arrival in Utah, his father went to work as one of the first pioneer shoemakers in the area.

The Hastings family made their home in Ogden, Weber, Utah on Wall Avenue in the Third Ward District where they were active in the LDS Church.  John’s father was a counselor in the bishopric and a Patriarch for the district.  John, Jr. was baptized into the LDS Church 25 November 1861 and endowed 4 March 1865 in the Endowment House.  John’s youngest sister Emma died 1 June 1871 in Ogden.

On 20 June 1870, 24-year-old John Hastings, Jr. married and was sealed to Mary Ann Ringrose in the Endowment House in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah.  She was the daughter of Richard Ringrose and Ann Maycock, pioneers of 1862 from England.  They settled in the Ogden Third Ward.

John and Mary Ann had 8 children, all of whom were born in Ogden, Weber, Utah.  Four of these children died in infancy.

The 1880 census shows John, Mary Ann, and three children living in Terrace, Box Elder, Utah.  John’s occupation was listed as a machinist.  It is not known how long they lived here before returning to Ogden.

John Hastings, Jr. became a widower when his wife Mary Ann Ringrose Hastings passed away after 19 years of marriage.  She died 30 July 1889 in Ogden, Weber, Utah.  At her death she was said to be 35 years old, although she possibly was two years older.  Mary Ann was buried in the Ogden City Cemetery.  John was left with three teenagers and a five-year-old daughter, Lenora.

Two months after Mary Ann’s death, John was married on 29 September 1889 in Ogden to Mrs. Jane Ann Goodyear by Thomas D. Dee, Justice of the Peace.  She was 42 and he was 45 years old.  Little is known about this family.

John Hastings, Jr. died at his home on 23 October 1921 in Ogden, Weber, Utah at the age of 76 years.  He was buried in the Ogden City Cemetery.  He was survived by four children, 22 grandchildren and one great grandchild.
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