JOHN HASTINGS (1807-1884)

John Hastings was born 14 December 1807 in Wistow, Leicestershire, England to Robert Hastings and Sarah Spencer.  Little is known about his early years.  In his youth he was taught to make shoes, a trade he followed all his life.

On 8 August 1836 he married Abigail Gillam at Countesthorpe, Leicestershire, England and they had two sons, Robert and William, both born in Countesthorpe.  Five months after the birth of their second son, Abigail passed away at Countesthorpe leaving John a widower with two very young children.  Four years later, on 11 October 1843, John married Jane Burdett in the Parish Church in Countesthorpe.  Over the next decade following their marriage six children were born.  Two of these children died young in England.  It is not known if the two children from his former marriage were part of this family.  They remained in England when John’s family emigrated to America.

When the family heard the principles of Mormonism preached, Jane knew it was the true church.  John was not so sure, but he did not stand in the way of Jane being baptized into the LDS Church on 26 January 1849.  A catalyst for Jane’s baptism may have been the untimely death of their infant son Thomas, who was buried 26 December 1848--one month to the day prior to Jane’s baptism.  On 13 November 1853 John also accepted the Church and was baptized.  The missionaries were encouraging the Saints to go to America.  John wanted to take his family to Zion.  They had very little means, and after much soul-searching, it was decided that John would go alone.  He promised he would send for Jane and the children just as soon as he could earn enough money.

On 27 November 1854 John left Liverpool, England on the ship “Clara Wheeler” with 452 Saints and the hope of starting a new life in America for his family.  It was a rough voyage.  Stormy weather caused the ship to return to an Irish port.  On the 7th of December they again put out to sea and on the 10th of December they cleared the Irish Channel again.  The ship arrived in New Orleans on 18 January 1855, almost two months after they had left England.  Measles broke out on the ship and 30 died, 20 of whom were children.  Seven deaths occurred coming up the river from New Orleans to St. Louis.  Also there was one birth and 8 marriages on board.  All on board endured much seasickness and hardship.

John worked at his shoemaking trade and any small jobs he could get and diligently saved his money.  About four years later he received word that his little 7-year-old daughter Eliza had passed away with severe fever and exhaustion on 4 January 1859.

Finally, more than six years after John had left England, between the two of them they had saved enough money so he could send for Jane and their four remaining children to join him.

Jane and the four children left Liverpool, England on 10 April 1861 on the ship “Manchester” with 350 Saints under the direction of Claudius V. Spencer.  Jane’s brother, Thomas Burdett, Jr. and his young family were also on board the ship, so she was not entirely among strangers.  They arrived in New York City on 18 May 1861.  John was reunited with Jane and his children in St. Joseph, Missouri a few months later.

Preparations were made at once to start the journey across the plains to Utah.  Jane’s brother Thomas (with whom she had sailed from England) traveled by train from New York City to Florence, Nebraska and then continued on to Utah with the Joseph Horne Company, which arrived in the Salt Lake Valley on 13 September 1861.  Family history records that John and Jane arrived in the Salt Lake Valley on Saturday, 14 September 1861, one day after the Joseph Horne Company.  Therefore, John and Jane Hastings may have come to Utah with Thomas or in an independent company that arrived immediately thereafter.  John and his family were said to have walked almost every step of the way to Utah.

The Monday following their arrival, John Hastings went to work at his trade, shoemaking, while Jane went into service, having only Sunday on which to rest.  John was one of the first pioneer shoemakers in the area, making many fine shoes for the ladies and boots for the gentlemen at the cost of $16.00 a pair.

John and Jane Hastings made their home in Ogden, Weber, Utah on Wall Avenue in the Third Ward District where they were active in the LDS Church.  On 4 March 1865 John and Jane traveled to Salt Lake City where they were sealed in the Endowment House by Heber C. Kimball, John having been ordained an Elder on the same day.  On 1 June 1871 their teenaged daughter Emma died in Ogden.  
John received his Patriarchal Blessing on 25 April 1872 under the hands of Charles W. Hyde.  John was a very diligent church worker, and when the Ogden Third Ward was reorganized on 26 May 1877, he was called to serve as second counselor to Bishop Winslow Farr.  This position he held until his death 7 years later.  He was also ordained a Patriarch.

John Hastings was active in the community.  On 24 December 1880, a group of men, including Franklin D. Richards, Chris Flygare, Winslow Farr, John Hastings, Winthrop Farley (his son-in-law), and others, signed a petition to present to the city council of Ogden asking it to convey the land known as Tabernacle Square (now known as Ogden Temple Square) to David H. Peery, Lester Herrick and Charles F. Middleton in trust for the use and benefit of members of the LDS Church.

On 5 November 1884, John Hastings passed away of dropsy and old age one month short of his 77th birthday.  In a request written by John read at his funeral in regard to the disposal of his remains, he desired to be buried in a homemade, plain coffin, and avoid all unnecessary expense, and none but his friends be employed.  After a large funeral held at the Third Ward Chapel, John was buried 6 November 1884 in the Ogden City Cemetery.

John’s wife, Jane Burdett Hastings, survived him by 16 years remaining in the family home until the last few months of her life.  Jane moved in with their daughter Ann Hastings Dinsdale Nicholl in Ogden where she passed away on 7 December 1900, the night before her 82nd birthday.  She was buried next to John in the Ogden City Cemetery.
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